Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.072; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.2.
In the title complex, [Pd 2 (C 11 H 8 N) 2 (C 2 H 3 O 2 ) 2 ], each Pd II ion has a distorted square-planar environment, being surrounded by one C, one N and two O atoms. The PdÁ Á ÁPd distance is 2.8721 (3) Å . In the crystal structure, the molecules are linked by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
For related compounds, see: Cravotto et al. (2005) . For the synthesis, see: Aiello et al. (2000) . For background information on graph-set theory, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Pd 2 (C 11 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON (Spek, 2003) .
The structure of the title dinuclear complex, (I), is shown in Fig. 1 . The coordination around the Pd II ions is distorted square-planar, and each Pd II ion is coordinated by one pyridine N atom and one aryl C atom from the phenylpyridine ligand and two O atoms from two acetate ligands (Table 1) . The pyridine N-and aryl C-donor atoms form two five-membered metallacycles (containing atoms N1/C5/C6/C11/Pd1 and N2/C18/C19/C24/Pd2) with maximum deviations from planarity being -0.033 (2) and 0.0399 (2) Å for atoms N1 and C24, respectively. The separation of the Pd centres in the moleucle of (I) is a relatively short 2.8721 (3) Å.
Four short C-H···O intramolecular interactions (Table 2 ) are observed between the phenylpyridine H atoms and acetate O atoms, all of which lead to the formation of a five-membered ring with graph-set descriptor S(5) (Bernstein et al., 1995) .
In the crystal structure of (I), an intermolecular C-H···O interaction involving an aryl C-H donor and acetate acceptor is seen. Propagation of this hydrogen bond by translation then generates a C(8) chain running parallel to the [100] direction (Fig. 2 ). There are no other significant directional interactions in the crystal of (I).
The title compound was synthesized according to a modification of literature methods (Aiello et al., 2000) and colourless prisms of (I) were grown from CH 2 Cl 2 /hexane (1:3 v/v).
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). The methyl groups were allowed to rotate, but not to tip, to best fit the electron density.
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of (I), showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
